
  
 

 

 

 

 

 Greetings from The Ohio State University! 
 

It is with pleasure that we invite you to participate in our 2014 Annuals Trial. Participation in our trial is a great way to 
promote both new and established varieties--your plants will receive an incredible amount of exposure, to both 
industry professionals and the public, through the many events that we host. When you enter your plants into our 
trial, you will gain insight as to what industry professionals and consumers in this region are excited about. Another 
benefit is that you will learn how your plants will perform in our climate. We regularly run evaluations on entries--both 
a performance evaluation and a consumer preference evaluation--to provide you the best possible feedback. Press 
releases are released after every evaluation to highlight top performing plants. 

 
We are located in central Ohio on a busy university campus--one of the largest in North America. This location gives 
our trial gardens plenty of exposure to the public. We are located next to the Chadwick Arboretum, and also very near 
the OFA (soon to be AmericanHort!) headquarters. Industry professionals who visit Chadwick and OFA, more often 
than not, also make a stop by our trials. In fact, during the OFA Short Course in July, we see anywhere from 300-500 
growers during our OFA Reception. We are expecting even more guests now that ANLA has partnered with OFA to 
form AmericanHort. We also host and participate in a variety of other events, including our Ohio Industry Open House, 
during which local growers, landscape contractors, and other industry professionals are able to tour the gardens. We 
always welcome traditional annual flower entries, and have had great success with non-traditional entries that we 
receive--perennials, succulents, tropicals, vegetables, ornamental grasses, and even small shrubs. These plants gain a 
lot of attention and are always well-received by visitors. 

 
 Please review the following trial categories to determine which might best meet your needs for the 2014 season: 

 
  Early Spring Annual Trial 

The Early Spring Trial gives cool/early season crops the best opportunity to perform to their full potential. The Spring 
Trial provides an ideal platform to showcase plants like snapdragon, dianthus, nemesia, and pansies—plants that 
would not show well in the heat of our summer trial.  

 
In addition to observing how well a cultivar performs and how well it is received by local consumers, it is also a great 
way to demonstrate to landscape professionals and home gardeners that there is no reason to wait until after the last 
frost date to start gardening. Early spring flowering displays get people excited about the upcoming season, and likely 
to head to their local garden center to inquire about those cultivars that they saw in our trial garden. 

 
The entry fee remains at $15.00(US) per cultivar for the 2014 season. Please send in your entry form no later than 
December 31, 2013.  See the Spring Trial information sheet on our website for more details. 

 
 

  Summer Annual Trial 
This is our most popular and well-known trial, attracting much attention due to its large scale (650 entries, 
representing 22 companies in 2013). We offer five options for participation: 

 

 Field trial (in-ground, full sun exposure): $45.00(US) per entry 

 Container trial (plastic containers, full sun exposure): $55.00(US) per entry 

 Shade trial (plastic containers, under a structure covered with 50% shade cloth): $55.00(US) per entry 

 Hanging basket trial (plastic containers, full sun exposure): $60.00(US) per entry 

Department of Horticulture and Crop Science 
 

202 Kottman Hall 

2021 Coffey Road 

Columbus, OH  43210-1086 

 

Phone: (614) 292-2001 

Fax (614) 292-7162  (Kottman) 

Fax (614) 292-3505  (Howlett) 

hcs.osu.edu 

 

 



 NEW! Container Showcase (limited availability, full sun and part sun exposure available): $100.00 (US) each 
o As an incentive for this new program, for each 25 entries (field, container, shade, and/or basket), 

you will receive a free container to be displayed as part of our Container Showcase. Each showcase 
container will be carefully maintained in terms of deadheading, pruning, and fertilization. In 
addition, each container will contain a large, prominent label with the plant information and 
company logo. These containers will be displayed in a highly visible, high pedestrian traffic area.  

 
Please have your entry form returned by February 15, 2014. See Summer Trial information sheet for more details.  
Based on past experience, we will grow all Calibrachoa entries in containers or baskets. In the case that we are at 
maximum capacity in a category, we will determine plants grown on a first come, first served basis. 

 
   
 Autumn Overwintering Trial 

The Autumn Trial provides an opportunity to not only test the hardiness of a plant in cold/short day conditions, but 
also to showcase the wide variety of plants available as late-season ornamentals. Pansies and violas are always a 
staple crop in our autumn trial. We also encourage crops such as mums, Osteospermum, kale and cabbage, and other 
foliage crops. To the public and to growers, we’d like to demonstrate that fall is a great opportunity to extend the 
gardening season by choosing hardier crops. 

 
The cost to participate in the Autumn Trial remains $15.00(US) per entry for the 2014 season.  Please submit entry 
forms no later than May 31, 2014.  See Autumn Trial information sheet for more details.  

 
   

   “The Year of…” Program 
We are excited to continue our partnership with OSU’s Ornamental Plant Germplasm Center (OPGC) and The 
Chadwick Arboretum.  The target genus will be highlighted each month through seminars, tours, displays, and other 
informational mediums. The trial gardens showcase the wide range of genetics that are currently available and in 
development. We hope that you will participate in the 2014 “Year of the Phlox” program by increasing your Phlox 
entries for the 2014 season. If your company does not carry any phlox, don’t worry—we are simply placing special 
emphasis on phlox during applicable events. Please continue to send any crops as planned, because this program will 
not affect our trial program. 

 
  Evaluation Results 

For each of our trials, we provide evaluation reports throughout the season, as well as a detailed, comprehensive 
report at the end of the season. Reports include both consumer preference data and performance data in five 
categories. We perform a minimum of four evaluations throughout the growing season in order to give you the most 
complete feedback possible. Please see information sheets for more information on our evaluations. We are also 
participating in the National Trials Database program, and any applicable plant ratings will be uploaded there. 

 
Thank you so much for your interest in our trial. We are proud that our trial is able to offer a rigorous climate, ideal for 
showcasing the superior genetics of cultivated plant varieties. We hope you will join us for the 2014 trial season. For 
more information, please visit our website at http://ohiofloriculture.osu.edu/cultivar-trials. 

 
 
  With warm regards, 

   
  Dr. Claudio Pasian, Annuals Trial Director 
   

     
  Lindsay Pangborn, Annuals Trial Manager 
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