
 

 
SYLLABUS  
HCS 2305 
Organic Gardening (1 credit) 
Spring 2019 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
 

Course Instructor 
Prof.  Elaine Grassbaugh    
grassbaugh.1@osu.edu    
614-292-3858      
310F Kottman Hall 
Office hours: Before/ after class or by appointment 
 

Meeting Times and Locations 
Lecture: Monday and Wednesday 1:50-2:45pm in 116 Howlett 
Second 7-week Session (February 27 – April 22) 
 

Course description 
An overview and assessment of organic gardening practices for sustenance and 
recreation. 

 

Course learning outcomes 
By the end of this course, students should successfully be able to: 

1. Identify health benefits to humans and animals of organic gardening techniques. 
2. Describe organic methods for pest control, soil amendments, and nutrient management. 
3. Describe the use and benefits of compost. 
4. Understand cultural practices for organic gardening and lawn care. 
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COURSE MATERIALS AND FORMAT 
 
Pre-requisites 
None 
 
Textbooks 
None required, but strongly suggested, especially for HCS Sustainable Plant Systems majors with 
a Horticulture specialization: 

Rodale’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening (ISBN 0-7566-0932-1) 

Additional reading materials, fact sheets, etc. will be provided via CARMEN when appropriate 
 
Course format 
This course includes guest lectures, demonstrations, hands-on activities, and visits to locations 
on the OSU main campus.  Some class periods (lecture and/or lab sessions) will require students 
to complete assignments independently without a formal meeting. 
 
Course technology 
For help with your password, university e-mail, Carmen, or any other technology issues, 
questions, or requests, contact the OSU IT Service Desk. Standard support hours are 
available at https://ocio.osu.edu/help/hours, and support for urgent issues is available 24x7. 

 

• Self-Service and Chat support: http://ocio.osu.edu/selfservice 
• Phone: 614-688-HELP (4357) 
• Email: 8help@osu.edu 
• TDD: 614-688-8743 

 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE 

• Microsoft Office 365: All Ohio State students are now eligible for free Microsoft Office 
365 ProPlus through Microsoft’s Student Advantage program. Full instructions for 
downloading and installation can be found https://ocio.osu.edu/kb04733. 
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GRADING AND FACULTY RESPONSE 
 
How your grade is calculated 
The class will be graded using the OSU Standard format (see below).  Students’ attendance 
and participation is expected.  Attendance is worth one-third of your final grade.  You will be 
required to sign-in to every class meeting to receive credit for attending that day.  IT IS 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE THE SHEET IS SIGNED, ESPECIALLY IF YOU 
ARRIVE LATE TO CLASS.  PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ARRIVE ON TIME. 

 
The midterm and final will be given according to the schedule, below. Exams will consist of 
short answer, true/false, multiple choice, fill in the blank and matching questions. Content will 
be based on material covered in class as well as class discussion. 

 
ASSIGNMENT CATEGORY POINTS 

Attendance 100 

Midterm 100 

Final 100 

Total 300 

 
Grading scale 
 
93–100: A  90–92.9: A- 
87–89.9: B+  83–86.9: B  80–82.9: B- 
77–79.9: C+  73–76.9: C  70 –72.9: C- 
67 –69.9: D+ 60 –66.9: D  Below 60: E 

 
Faculty feedback and response time 
We are providing the following information to give you an idea of our intended availability 
throughout the course. (Remember that you can call 614-688-HELP at any time if you have a 
technical problem.) 

 
• Grading and feedback: For course assignments and exams, you can generally 

expect feedback within 7 days. 

• E-mail: We will reply to e-mails within 24 hours on school days. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE (may be revised) 
 

Week Date Topic Speaker/ Assignment 

8 Wed., Feb. 27 Introductions and class overview; why choose to 
garden organically: human and environment 

Text, pgs. 9-19 

9 
Mon., Mar. 4 Garden site selection and design considerations Test, pgs. 20-29 
Wed., Mar. 6 Water and water use in the garden Text, pgs. 63-71 

10 
Mon., Mar. 11 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS N/A 
Wed., Mar. 13 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS N/A 

11 
Mon., Mar. 18 Soil health and nutrient management Text, pgs. 33-41 
Wed., Mar. 20 Composting Text, pgs.  40-55 

12 
Mon., Mar. 25 Cultural practices in organic gardening Text, pgs. 94-96, 206-207 
Wed., Mar. 27 MIDTERM EXAM N/A 

13 
Mon., Apr. 1 Organic weed management Text, pgs. 73-84 

Wed., Apr. 3 Organic lawn care 
Pam Sherratt, OSUE; 
Text, pgs. 84-91 

14 
Mon., Apr. 8 Basics of container gardening Text, pgs. 203-215 
Wed., Apr. 10 Hands-on container assembly  

HOwlettgreenhouse 
 
 

HOWLETT GREENHOUSE 

15 

Mon., Apr. 15 Organic insect management Dr. Celeste Welty, OSU ENT 
Text, pgs. 92-93 

Wed., Apr. 17 
Organic disease management Brad Bergefurd, OSUE 

Text, pgs. 84-91 
 
 

16 Mon., Apr. 22 OSU Ross Heart Hospital Garden N/A 

FINAL Tues., Apr. 30 FINAL EXAM from 4:00 – 5:45 pm N/A 
 

STUDENT CONDUCT AND OTHER POLICIES 
 
Cell phones and laptops 
 
Please show respect to the instructors and guest speakers by giving them your full attention; 
this includes turning off and putting away all cell phones during lecture and lab classes.  If you 
have an emergency and must leave them turned on, please set them on vibrate. Please no 
text messaging or social media during class time. 
 
Laptops may be used for class-related work, but if the instructors notice off-target or distracting 
behavior, you will be asked to put away your laptop. 

 
Code of conduct 

 
Courtesy and respect for others will be given by all participants in HCS 2305, including 
instructors and guests, in the class at all times.  An environment that fosters free, non-
confrontational expression of ideas will be maintained.  Students are trusted to act in good faith 
in all class assignments.  If we personally determine that students have breached that trust, we 
will report this through appropriate channels to the University Committee on Academic 
Misconduct.  The OSU Student Handbook and Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 thoroughly covers the 
subject of academic misconduct and its treatment, if students require further information.  
Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. 
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OHIO STATE’S ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in 
teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State 
University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have 
read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will 
complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty. Students must 
recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of 
Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.” 

 
The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic 
misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, 
or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not 
limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another 
student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the 
University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic 
misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, 
the sections dealing with academic misconduct. 

 
If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am 
obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct. If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student 
Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could 
include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University. 

 
 
If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in 
this course, please contact me. 

 
Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer include: 

 
• The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (COAM Home) 
• Ten Suggestions for Preserving Academic Integrity (Ten Suggestions) 
• Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity (www.northwestern.edu/uacc/8cards.htm) 

 
Copyright disclaimer 
The materials used in connection with this course may be subject to copyright protection and 
are only for the use of students officially enrolled in the course for the educational purposes 
associated with the course. Copyright law must be considered before copying, retaining, or 
disseminating materials outside of the course. 
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Statement on title IX 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to 
offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been 
sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources at http://titleix.osu.edu 
or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at titleix@osu.edu 

 
Your mental health 
A recent American College Health Survey found stress, sleep problems, anxiety, depression, 
interpersonal concerns, death of a significant other and alcohol use among the top ten health 
impediments to academic performance. Students experiencing personal problems or situational 
crises during the quarter are encouraged to contact the College of Pharmacy Office of Student 
Services in room 150 Parks Hall (614-292-5001) OR OSU Counseling and Consultation 
Services (614-292-5766) for assistance, support and advocacy. This service is free and 
confidential. 

 
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

 
 
Requesting accommodations 
If you would like to request academic accommodations based on the impact of a disability 
qualified under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, contact your instructor privately as soon as possible to discuss your specific needs. 
Discussions are confidential. 

 
In addition to contacting the instructor, please contact the Student Life Disability Services 
at 614-292-3307 or ods@osu.edu to register for services and/or to coordinate any 
accommodations you might need in your courses at The Ohio State University. 

 
Go to http://ods.osu.edu for more information. 

 
Accessibility of course technology 
This online course requires use of Carmen (Ohio State's learning management system) and 
other online communication and multimedia tools. If you need additional services to use these 
technologies, please request accommodations with your instructor. 

 
• Carmen (Canvas) accessibility 
• Streaming audio and video 
• Synchronous course tools 
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